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John 14.15-31 






Never Alone 
DISCIPLES > Trying to COPE with HORRIBLE NEWS > Jesus LEAVING

BETRAYER among Them > PETER would FALTER > MASTER will DIE! 

JESUS > Surprisingly CALM > HE is COMFORTING THEM! CONFIDENT!

KNOWS Where HE is GOING > His FATHER is WAITING FOR HIM

QUESTION: HOW CAN WE REMAIN WITH JESUS? In TOUCH with GOD?

TIMES of CRISIS: Family, Finances, Ministry, Health > WHERE is God? Near!
v. 18  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
ORPHANS: 1. DEPTH of NEED > Word EVOKES image of Sad, Desperation 

                     2. ABUNDANCE of God’s SUPPLY > JESUS Sees and CARES
1. Companion   2. Clarity   3. Commitment   4. Communion    5. Calm

1. Companion: Spirit of God
vs. 16,17 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever- the Spirit of truth… you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

1st Extended Teaching on HOLY SPIRIT in Bible > Quarry of Doctrinal Truth 

Spirit Appears on First Page > Hovering over Waters at Creation / Genesis 1 

ANOINTS Prophets, Priests, Kings for Service to GOD’S COVENANT People

2 Key TRUTHS > 1. Holy Spirit is a Person – not just feeling, force or presence 

2. Holy Spirit is God – 3rd Member of Trinity, God the Spirit 
a. Sent by Jesus  v. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give…

FATHER GIVES the Spirit > SON sends the SPIRIT > FILIOQUE ‘of the Son’

When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.    John 15.26

HOLY SPIRIT > POWER to do GREATER THINGS > By HIS STRENGTH

JESUS w/ ALL Disciples > ALL PLACES at ALL TIMES: by ‘Deputy’ Spirit

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them. 

Matthew 18.20

b. Same as Jesus    v. 16 another Counselor

GREEK for Another = ANOTHER of the SAME KIND > JUST LIKE Jesus

The Spirit is ‘another Christ.’ 





Martin Luther

COUNSELOR lit. ‘Paraclete’ > Word ONLY USED by John in Gospel & Letters

Word FULL of MEANING > Counselor: Legal Advocate, Lawyer, not Camp C. 

This ‘helper’ whom Jesus will send will be alongside the disciples as Jesus has been, ‘calling out’ as an ‘encourager,’ a ‘counselor,’ an ‘advocate,’ a ‘witness,’ and as a ‘judge.’ ‘Paraclete’ means all this and even more.  Roger Fredrikson
Jesus came in FATHER’S Name: Represent Him // SPIRIT comes in Jesus Name

We have one who speaks to the Father in our defense (the Paraclete) - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 


1 John 2.1-2

Jesus present advocacy is discharged in the courts of heaven…during his ministry his role as Paraclete, strengthening and helping his disciples, was discharged on earth. 





D.A. Carson

c. Supports like Jesus 
They HAD LIVED w/ Jesus / Spirit WILL LIVE w/ them

v. 17 you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you

The Holy Spirit does not work instead of us, or in spite of us, but in us and through us. 





Warren Wiersbe

Jesus, though physically absent, will remain a Helper. He will be their helper in heaven. The Spirit will be their helper on earth. Jesus pleads their case with God. The Spirit pleads God’s case with them. 


William Hendriksen

Probably NOT EAGERLY Accepted by SCEPTICAL & CONFUSED Disciples

3 Year Old Never had BABYSITTER > Mommy ‘I am going OUT TONIGHT’ 

Billy notices MOMMY all DRESSED up at DINNER > Then Combs Hair, Purse

Door Bell Rings > STRANGER ENTERS > Billy NEVER BEFORE SEEN  

Mom: ‘Now Billy, I am leaving, this is BABYSITTER for TONIGHT. Behave!’ 

“Billy, TRUST this Person you met JUST MET like you Trusted Me for 3 Yrs”
2. Clarity: Scriptures from God    
a. Ignorance   MANY TIMES the Disciples Just DID NOT GET IT 

Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 










John 10.6

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize…








John 12.16

Jesus: "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 














John 13.7

Some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean…
John 16.17
Jesus gives COMFORTING Words to CRYING APOSTLES

COMFORT in WORDS // Child who Falls > REASSURE with WORDS 

Words Reach DEEPER than Iodine & Band Aid, Touch & Heal HEART 

‘You are GOING to be FINE! It’s just a BRUISE! You’ll FEEL BETTER Soon!’ 
b. Inspiration  v. 6 Jesus answered, "I am…the truth…
v. 17 the Spirit of truth / / Scriptures lead to Jesus

The Spirit’s ministry was not to bring qualitatively new revelation, but to complete, to fill out, the revelation brought by Jesus himself.          D.A. Carson

vs. 25,26 All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

SPIRIT on APOSTLES > Instruments of SPECIAL Revelation: New Testament

Since we do not have our Lord with us as he was with his disciples, Scripture is the only revelation of the mind and will of God available to us…It is only in and through Scripture that we have any knowledge of or contact with him who is the image of the invisible God…Without Scripture we are excluded completely from the knowledge, faith, and fellowship of him who is the effulgence of the Father’s glory and the transcript of his being, as destitute of the Word of life as the disciples would have been if Jesus had not disclosed himself through his spoken word.  Our dependence on Scripture is total. 

John Murray

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness






2 Timothy 3.16

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 



2 Peter 1.21

c. Illumination

PRIMARY Reference of Promise > To Apostles who Write Scripture

SECONDARY Reference of Promise > To Believers who Receive Scripture

PROMISE NOT Intended as a SUBSTITUTE for LEARNING and THINKING

Friend at College > ‘Lord, I pray for TOTAL RECALL in this EXAM!’ 
Prayed for TOTAL RECALL having STUDIED NOTHING to Recall! 

Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 











2 Timothy 2.7

What the Spirit provided for the disciples by means of revelation; He continues to provide to the Church by means of illumination: shedding light on the meaning of Scripture and showing how it is to be applied. 


Mark Johnston

3. Commitment: Service for God    
v. 15 If you love me, you will obey what I command.

FIRST TIME in John > Jesus talks of THEIR LOVE for HIM 

a. Grace: Love from Jesus   JOHN > DECLARATION of GOD’S LOVE
Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.  






John 13.1

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3.16

TRUTH of ALL Scripture > LOVE is GOD’S INITIATIVE toward SINNERS

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins…We love because he first loved us.   1 John 4.10,19

The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession… it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. 



Deuteronomy 7.6-10

SALVATION > thru All Time has been ALL OF GRACE > Never by WORKS 

OT Saints > BELOVED of God / SAVED by His Power / Set Apart to Holiness 

GOD LOVED with COVENANT LOVE > They Love Him & Keep Commands
LAW was NEVER METHOD of Salvation / Law shows NEED for Salvation
b. Gratitude: Love for Jesus > SAME PRINCIPLE in NT & OT 

God’s love both precedes and follows ours. First, by preceding our love, it creates in us the eager desire to keep God’s precepts; then, by following our love, it rewards us for keeping them!



William Hendriksen

Some think these Verses are NOT from JESUS > Charge: LEGALISM, Mosaic!
v. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.
v. 23 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.

LOVE > New MOTIVE for Lives // OBEDIENCE > New STANDARD

Unashamed Declaration > Cannot SEPARATE Love for God & OBEDIENCE

You are my friends if you do what I command. 



John 15.14

If you obey, Christ will increasingly unveil His heart to you. You will come to know Him and not just about Him. On the other hand, if you fail to obey, He will cease to reveal Himself to you, and your own love for him will weaken. 

James Boice

NOT OBEY just to get PRAYERS Answered > Kid just before Christmas

This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to obey his commands.  1 John 5.2
English Preacher: Mark Guy Pearse > Questioned by a LITTLE GIRL

“Mr. Pearse, I don’t love Jesus, I want to love Jesus, but I do not KNOW HOW.”

Pearse > ‘Just say, Jesus loves Me, Jesus loves Me’ > THINK about HIS LOVE


Next Meeting > ‘Mr Pearse, I NOW LOVE Jesus’


Came to Earth – Obeyed Father – Suffered for My Sins – Rose – Coming Back

JESUS LOVES ME!! How Could I NOT Love Him Too!

FIRST STEP > Consciousness and CONVICTION of SIN > ON THE ROAD! 

Received ENOUGH LIGHT to REALIZE you are STEEPED in the DARKNESS

…the Counselor…When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 






John 16.7-11

4. Communion: Staying with God     
a. Public Relations? > How can WE SELL JESUS to a WIDE AUDIENCE? 

v. 22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" 

Jesus brothers to Jesus: No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world. John 7.4

Is Judas < Another of 12 > Launching PUBLIC RELATIONS Campaign??
USHER in the FINAL ERA…a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out





John 5.28

JESUS ‘It may NOT be TOO LATE!’ > SHOW POWER > Get ATTENTION!!

ACT of MERCY > NOT Reveal to WORLD > Will Bring FINAL JUDGMENT 

William Wilberforce > British MP, Devoted Christian, Championed Anti-Slavery 

William Pitt the Younger > friend of Wilberforce > Prime Minister > Nominal

Wilberforce eager for Pitt to be Saved > Finally got Pitt to come to Church

Pastor Richard Cecil > Great Preacher in London > GREAT SERMON 

Coming Home > Wilberforce Inquired > Sought Response

Pitt “Frankly, I do not have the slightest idea what that man was talking about”  

b. Personal Relationship

v. 17 The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.

Profoundly materialistic, the world is suspicious of what it cannot see; but seeing in itself guarantees nothing, as the world’s response to Jesus demonstrates. 











D.A. Carson

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 




1 Corinthians 2.14

CROSS > Jesus FINAL REVELATION to World / Believers > See BEYOND 
1) Father 
vs. 23,24 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

John: ‘shallow enough for a child to paddle, deep enough for elephant to swim’  

THESE VERSES > Must be ELEPHANT’S DIVING POOL

v. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.

The Father is the ‘divine fountainhead’ in which the being of the Son has its source; the Father is God sending and commanding, the Son is God sent and obedient…the Son experiences humiliation in his earthly life, which in his death reached its climax and its end. 





C.K. Barrett

2) Spirit

v. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
SIMPLE WORDS: Going and Coming > Have MANY LAYERS of Meaning

GOING  1. To CROSS 2. ASCENSION to Heaven 3. EXALTATION in Glory 

Coming:  1. RISEN Lord on Easter 2. By SPIRIT on Pentecost 3. 2nd  Coming 

PENTECOST > A ‘ONCE FOR ALL’ Unrepeatable Event > SPIRIT REMAINS

NOT > How can I GET MORE out of H.S.? 

Rather > How can Holy Spirit HAVE MORE OF ME? > That is NT Christianity

3) Son 

v. 28 "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.
            Do we LOVE Jesus MORE than we WORRY about OURSELVES?? 

Jesus FULFILLED SERVANT ROLE on EARTH >> FATHER GREATER
JOHN > 2 Strands of TEACHING about JESUS NATURE Held TOGETHER 

1. Jesus is FULLY GOD 

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 






John 1.18

…he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 













John 5.18

I and the Father are one. 





John 10.30

2. Jesus is FULLY OBEDIENT to and DEPENDENT on FATHER

"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 






John 4.34

Jesus: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does…By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 
John 5.19,30

The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.







John 8.29

Jesus is BOTH SOVEREIGN and SUBMISSIVE > HOLY and HUMBLE 

BOTH THEMES must be HELD TOGETHER and UPLIFTED as TRUTH

GREATER THAN > i.e. Queen of England is GREATER THAN ME! 

Not ONTOLOGY, ie. ESSENTIAL NATURE, BOTH FULLY HUMAN 

QUEEN is GREATER > Wealth, Authority, Majesty, Renown, Glory

Jesus is returning to the sphere where he belongs, to the glory he had with the Father before the world began, to the place where the Father is undiminished in glory, unquestionably greater than the Son in his incarnate state.     D.A. Carson

5. Calm: Security in God
v. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

GREEKS: Peace = ‘Absence of War’ / Hebrews: Positive Blessing, God & Man 

WORLD PROMISES Peace > WAVES FLAG of Peace > CANNOT GIVE IT

WORLD’S Peace based on RESOURCES > God’s Peace from RELATIONSHIP

WORLD > Peace from Personal Ability > GOD’S Peace: Spiritual HUMILITY 

WORLD > Peace you EARN by SELF > God: Peace is RECEIVED by GRACE 

WORLD > Peace is ABSENCE of Trouble > God’s IN SPITE OF Trouble 

WORLD’S Peace: Insincere, Impotent, Scanty, Selfish > then TAKEN AWAY! 

a. Peace with God: Objective Event 

Shortly after END of CIVIL WAR in USA > Northern Soldier riding Horse near Richmond, VA > Out of Bushes jumps Soldier of South: Ragged Uniform, Gaunt

‘Can you help me? Can you give me some food? I am starving!’ 

North > ‘Starving! Why don’t you go into Richmond and get some food?’

South > ‘Cannot, I’d be ARRESTED; was SO HUNGRY I deserted my Post’ 
North: Gen. Lee surrendered to Gen. Grant at Appomattox 2 wks Ago

South > PEACE is Made!? And for 2 Weeks I have BEEN STARVING!!
Jesus Made PEACE 2000 Yrs Ago > Once for All Atonement > Welcome Home! 
Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 







Romans 5.1

SHALOM > Word of FAREWELL > Becomes GREETING of RISEN JESUS

RESURRECTION has BROUGHT the END of the AGE to His CHURCH 

b. Peace of God: Subjective Experience 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 
John 14.1

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 








Philippians 4.6-7

Little faith will take your soul to heaven, but great faith will bring heaven to your soul. 









Charles Spurgeon 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.  










Numbers 6.24-26

PEACE > is Both a LEGACY and a TREASURE

SPIRIT withIN Us / SAVIOR Above Us / SCRIPTURES Before Us

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. 









Isaiah 26.3

c. Peace of Christ: Savior’s Example 

vs. 29-31 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

In Person of JUDAS > SATAN Coming to Arrest, Moving to CRUCIFY Jesus

PASSES THRU Devil’s Territory takes NO SOUVENIERS, No Excess Baggage

You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 









John 8.23

Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?




John 8.46

DEVIL has NO JUSTIFIABLE CHARGE against JESUS > NO HOLD ON HIM

There was in Christ nothing which the devil could claim as belonging to his sovereignty. In others he finds that which is his own, and enforces death as his due; but Christ offered Himself voluntarily.



B.F. Westcott

WORLD’S PEACE > Look OUT for NUMBER ONE > Your Self-Interests

“Come down from the cross and save yourself!"   


Mark 15.30

His peace did not consist of freedom from turmoil and suffering, but in a calm undeviating devotion to the will of God…Jesus found tranquility in adherence to the will of God even on the verge of the cross.


Merrill Tenney
Like COMPASS of SHIP > Steadily POINTS NORTH > Even when Boat Rocks 

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.  Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 



1 John 3.21-24

* * * * *

John 14:15-31
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me. 25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.
1. Legalism: Trying to earn favor with God by what we do. How does the truth of John 14.15 safeguard against legalism? 

2. How did the promise of the Holy Spirit (14.16-21) reassure the disciples? How does it impact you? Why can’t the world receive the Holy Spirit?
3. Do you see a link between: 1) Jesus’ promise of peace, 2) the promise of the Holy Spirit, and 3) the teaching the Holy Spirit will give (14.22-31)? Why are all three aspects important? Can you separate the work of Jesus, the Word, and the Spirit? 

4. How will the disciples remember Jesus’ words after He leaves them?
